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Behold The Man Jesus Christ And True

Masculinity

**Behold the Man Jesus Christ and True Masculinity: Exploring the Divine Model**
behold the man jesus christ and true masculinity?these words invite us to look
beyond cultural stereotypes and media portrayals to a profound example of what it means
to embody authentic manhood. In a world where masculinity is often misunderstood or
misrepresented, the ?gure of Jesus Christ 0?ers a timeless and transformative model. By
re?ecting on His character, actions, and teachings, we gain insight into true masculinity
that transcends strength or dominance and embraces humility, compassion, and courage.
The Historical and Spiritual Context of Jesus as a Model of

Masculinity

When we say, "behold the man Jesus Christ and true masculinity,” we're calling attention
to a man who lived over two thousand years ago yet continues to in?uence millions
worldwide. Jesus's life was marked not by displays of brute force or aggression but by
gentle strength, unwavering integrity, and profound empathy. His masculinity was not
de?ned by societal power or control but by service to others and steadfast commitment to
truth.

In the historical context of ?rst-century Palestine, masculinity was often associated with
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honor, authority, and physical prowess. Jesus, however, challenged these norms. Through
His interactions with the marginalized, His willingness to su?er, and His ultimate sacri?ce,
He rede?ned what it means to be truly masculine?rooted in love, sacri?ce, and moral
courage.

Key Attributes of True Masculinity in the Life of Jesus Christ

Exploring the life of Jesus reveals several attributes that constitute true masculinity,
o?ering a blueprint for men today seeking to live authentically.

1. Humility and Servanthood

One of the most striking aspects of Jesus?s masculinity is His humility. Despite His divine
nature, He washed the feet of His disciples, a task reserved for servants. This act
symbolizes that true masculinity involves serving others rather than seeking to be served.
Humility is a powerful trait often overlooked in traditional masculine ideals. It requires
strength to put others ?rst and to embrace vulnerability. Jesus showed that leadership is
not about domination but about uplifting those around us through acts of kindness and
service.

2. Courage and Moral Strength

Jesus?s life was marked by courage?standing ?rm in His beliefs despite opposition,
persecution, and eventual cruci?xion. True masculinity involves moral courage: the
willingness to stand up for what is right even when it?s di?cult or unpopular.

This kind of courage is not about physical confrontation but about inner conviction and
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integrity. Jesus?s example encourages men to be brave in facing life?s challenges and to
live by principles rather than convenience.

3. Compassion and Empathy

Another essential facet of true masculinity highlighted by Jesus is compassion. He reached
out to the sick, the outcast, and the sinner with genuine empathy and love. Compassion
requires emotional intelligence?a willingness to understand and share the feelings of
others?which is often undervalued in traditional male roles.

Jesus teaches that masculinity includes a tender heart and the ability to nurture, comfort,
and heal. This compassionate masculinity breaks down harmful stereotypes that equate
manhood with emotional detachment.

4. Wisdom and Teaching

Jesus was not only a man of action but also a profound teacher. His parables and sermons
conveyed deep truths about life, morality, and the Kingdom of God. True masculinity
involves seeking wisdom, continuous learning, and the responsibility to guide others with
knowledge and love.

This intellectual and spiritual maturity enriches masculinity, showing that strength comes
with understanding and thoughtful leadership.

Why Modern Culture Needs to "Behold the Man Jesus Christ and

True Masculinity”

In today?s culture, the concept of masculinity is often fragmented?ranging from toxic

masculinity to confused identity crises. The media frequently promotes aggressive,
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emotionally repressed, or hyper-competitive male stereotypes that fail to ful?ll men?s
deeper needs for purpose and connection.

By turning to Jesus as the ultimate example, men can rediscover a balanced and holistic
view of masculinity. This model encourages:

Authentic self-expression: embracing emotions and vulnerability without
shame.

Healthy relationships: fostering respect, love, and mutual support with family

and community.

Purpose-driven living: grounded in service, integrity, and spiritual growth.
3.

This approach counters the damaging e?ects of societal pressures and o?ers men a path

to genuine ful?liment and strength.

Practical Ways to Embrace Jesus-Inspired Masculinity

Understanding Jesus?s example is one thing; living it out requires intentional e?ort. Here

are some practical steps men can take to embody the true masculinity exempli?ed by

Christ:

Practice humility daily: Look for opportunities to serve others without seeking

recognition.
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Develop emotional awareness: Allow yourself to feel and express emotions
2.

honestly and constructively.

Stand up for justice: Be courageous in advocating for the vulnerable and

3.

speaking truth to power.

Invest in relationships: Build genuine connections marked by empathy,
patience,

4.

and forgiveness.

Seek spiritual growth: Engage in prayer, meditation, or study that deepens your
5.

understanding of God?s purpose for you.

By integrating these practices, men can transform their understanding of masculinity into
one that is liberating and life-giving.

Behold the Man Jesus Christ and True Masculinity: A Call to

Re?ect and Renew

The invitation to "behold the man Jesus Christ and true masculinity” is ultimately a call to
re?ection and renewal. It challenges men to move beyond hollow images of strength and
power and to embrace a masculinity rich in love, humility, and courage. This model is not

about perfection but about continual growth towards becoming men who re?ect divine
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character in their daily lives.

As society evolves, the need for such authentic masculinity becomes ever more
critical?not only for men themselves but for the health of families, communities, and the
world. Jesus stands as the timeless example and source of strength for all who desire to
live out their manhood with purpose and grace.

In embracing this vision, men ?nd not only their identity but also their highest calling?to
be leaders who serve, warriors who love, and sons who walk humbly with God. Truly,
when we behold the man Jesus Christ, we see the fullest expression of what it means to
be a man in the deepest and most meaningful sense.

Question

Answer

What does 'Behold the Man'

signify in relation to Jesus

Christ and true masculinity?

'‘Behold the Man' refers to the presentation of Jesus Christ

as the perfect example of true masculinity?embodying

strength, humility, compassion, and integrity.

How does Jesus Christ

exemplify true masculinity?

Jesus exempli?es true masculinity through his self-
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sacri?ce, leadership rooted in service, emotional
vulnerability, courage, and unwavering commitment to
truth and love.

Why is Jesus Christ

considered a model for

masculinity in modern

society?

Jesus is considered a model because he challenges toxic

masculine stereotypes by showing that true strength

includes gentleness, empathy, and moral courage, which

are essential qualities for healthy masculinity today.
How can men today apply

the example of Jesus Christ

to their understanding of

masculinity?

Men can apply Jesus? example by embracing humility,
practicing servant leadership, expressing emotions
authentically, standing up for justice, and nurturing
relationships with love and respect.

What role does vulnerability

play in the concept of true

Vol. 2023, Issue 3
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masculinity as seen in Jesus

Christ?

Vulnerability plays a crucial role as Jesus demonstrated
openness about his emotions and struggles, teaching
that true masculinity is not about suppressing feelings
but embracing them with strength and honesty.

How does the concept of

'‘Behold the Man' challenge

contemporary cultural views

on masculinity?

It challenges cultural views by redirecting focus from

aggression and dominance to qualities like compassion,

sacri?ce, and integrity, encouraging a more balanced and

Christ-centered understanding of masculinity.

**Behold the Man Jesus Christ and True Masculinity: An Analytical Exploration**

Vol. 2023, Issue 3

behold the man jesus christ and true masculinity?this phrase invites a

profound

re?ection on the nature of masculinity through the lens of one of history?s most in?uential

?gures. The concept of masculinity has evolved over centuries, shaped by cultural, social,

and religious narratives. In contemporary discourse, the quest to understand what

constitutes "true masculinity” often intersects with spiritual and philosophical
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considerations. Jesus Christ, as a central ?gure in Christianity, 0?ers a unique perspective
that challenges and enriches modern interpretations of manhood.

This article undertakes a comprehensive examination of how Jesus Christ exempli?es true
masculinity, blending theological insights with cultural analysis. By investigating the
attributes, behaviors, and leadership qualities displayed by Jesus, we gain a nuanced
understanding that goes beyond stereotypes and societal expectations. This approach not
only appeals to religious audiences but also to those interested in the broader implications
of masculinity in today?s world.

The Historical and Cultural Context of Masculinity

Masculinity, as a social construct, has undergone signi?cant transformations. Traditionally,
it was often associated with traits such as physical strength, dominance, emotional
stoicism, and authority. However, contemporary studies reveal a more complex picture,
where emotional intelligence, vulnerability, and empathy are increasingly recognized as
integral components of healthy masculinity.

Within this context, Jesus Christ stands as a remarkable ?gure whose life and teachings
disrupt conventional masculine archetypes. The phrase "behold the man Jesus Christ and
true masculinity” encourages an investigation into how his example aligns or diverges
from prevailing masculine norms.

Jesus Christ: A Paradigm of Strength and Compassion

One of the most striking aspects of Jesus?s masculinity is the integration of strength with
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compassion. Unlike traditional models that emphasize dominance and control, Jesus
demonstrated a form of strength rooted in humility and service. His actions, from healing
the sick to advocating for the marginalized, re?ect a commitment to others that
transcends personal power.

This balance challenges the misconception that compassion is a sign of weakness in men.
Instead, Jesus?s model suggests that true masculinity encompasses the courage to show
vulnerability and to prioritize the well-being of others.

Leadership and Authority in Jesus?s Example

Leadership, a key element of masculinity, is often interpreted through the lens of

authority and command. Jesus?s leadership style, however, is characterized by servant
leadership, a concept that rede?nes power dynamics. He led by example, washing the
feet of his disciples and embracing humility.

This approach to leadership invites a reevaluation of masculine authority, emphasizing
in?uence through respect, empathy, and moral integrity rather than coercion. Such a
perspective is increasingly relevant in modern organizational and social structures, where
collaborative and ethical leadership is prized.

Masculine Traits Embodied by Jesus Christ

To further understand "behold the man Jesus Christ and true masculinity,” it is essential to
analyze the speci?c traits he embodied and how these contrast with or complement
contemporary ideas of manhood.

Emotional Intelligence and Vulnerability
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Jesus?s emotional expressions, recorded in biblical accounts, demonstrate a high degree
of emotional intelligence. He wept at the death of Lazarus and expressed anguish in
Gethsemane, revealing that vulnerability does not diminish masculinity but rather

enriches it. Modern psychology supports this view, linking emotional awareness with
mental resilience and interpersonal e?ectiveness.

Integrity and Moral Courage

Another hallmark of Jesus?s masculinity is unwavering integrity. He consistently upheld his
principles, even when faced with persecution and death. This moral courage is a critical
quality in any discussion of true masculinity, highlighting the importance of standing ?rm

in one?s convictions while maintaining compassion.

Self-Sacri?ce and Service

Self-sacri?ce is often overlooked in secular de?nitions of masculinity but is central to
Jesus?s example. His willingness to su?er for the bene?t of others exempli?es a masculine
ideal that prioritizes altruism over self-interest. This dimension enriches the contemporary
understanding of masculinity by integrating spiritual and ethical depth.

Comparisons with Contemporary Masculine Ideals

In today?s society, masculinity is frequently associated with independence,
competitiveness, and emotional restraint. While these traits have their place, they can

also foster unhealthy behaviors when taken to extremes. The juxtaposition of Jesus?s

example with modern ideals reveals key contrasts and potential areas for growth.
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Independence vs. Community: Jesus emphasized relational interdependence,

encouraging community and mutual support, contrasting with the hyper-

individualism often celebrated in modern masculinity.

Competitiveness vs. Collaboration: Rather than seeking to dominate, Jesus
2.

promoted cooperation and peace, o?ering a model for con?ict resolution that

challenges aggressive masculine norms.

Emotional Restraint vs. Expressiveness: The openness of Jesus?s emotional
life

suggests that true masculinity embraces emotional expressiveness as a sign of
strength, not weakness.
The Pros and Cons of Traditional Masculinity Compared to Jesus?s Model

Pros of Traditional Masculinity: Encourages responsibility, protection, and

leadership.

Cons of Traditional Masculinity: Can promote emotional suppression,
2.

aggression, and isolation.

Pros of Jesus?s Model: Integrates empathy, humility, and moral fortitude.
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Cons of Jesus?s Model: May be misunderstood or undervalued in cultures that
4,

prioritize toughness and dominance.

Implications for Modern Masculinity and Society

Exploring "behold the man Jesus Christ and true masculinity” o?ers more than theological
re?ection?it provides practical insights for contemporary society. As men navigate

evolving gender roles and expectations, Jesus?s example serves as a valuable template for
holistic masculinity that embraces strength alongside compassion, authority tempered by
humility, and courage balanced with vulnerability.

Organizations, educational institutions, and communities can draw from this model to

foster environments where men are encouraged to develop emotionally and ethically,
promoting healthier relationships and social dynamics.

In an era marked by shifting cultural norms and the ongoing rede?nition of gender, the
?gure of Jesus Christ stands as a compelling counterpoint to reductive stereotypes,

inviting a richer and more inclusive understanding of what it means to be a man.

The phrase "behold the man Jesus Christ and true masculinity” encapsulates a call to look
beyond super?cial traits and to recognize the profound qualities that de?ne authentic
manhood?qualities that resonate across religious, cultural, and social boundaries.

Jesus Christ, true masculinity, Christian manhood, biblical masculinity, faith and manhood,

Christ-like character, spiritual leadership, godly man, masculinity in Christianity, Jesus as a
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role model

EXALTING JESUS IN MATTHEW CHRIST CENTERED

Exalting Jesus In Matthew Christ Centered
Exposit
**Exalting Jesus in Matthew: A Christ-Centered Exposit**

exalting jesus in matthew christ centered exposit is arich and rewarding
approach

to understanding one of the most beloved books of the New Testament. The Gospel of
Matthew is not just a historical account of Jesus? life; it is a profound theological narrative
that points directly to the identity, mission, and kingship of Jesus Christ. To truly
appreciate Matthew, one must engage with it through a Christ-centered lens?exalting
Jesus in every chapter, every parable, and every teaching. In this article, we will explore
how a Christ-centered exposit of Matthew deepens our faith, enriches our understanding
of Scripture, and inspires authentic worship.

The Importance of Exalting Jesus in Matthew

Matthew?s Gospel was written primarily for a Jewish audience familiar with the Old
Testament. It carefully weaves Jesus? story into the fabric of Jewish expectation,
prophecies, and law. This context is essential because Matthew presents Jesus as the

promised Messiah?the ful?llment of ancient prophecies and the one who inaugurates the
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Kingdom of Heaven.

When we focus on exalting Jesus in Matthew through a Christ-centered exposit, we are
reminded that every event and teaching recorded is ultimately about revealing who Jesus
is. From the genealogy that traces Jesus? royal lineage to the Sermon on the Mount,
Matthew highlights Jesus? divine authority and compassionate kingship. This approach
encourages readers to see beyond the surface and recognize Jesus as the Savior and King.
Why a Christ-Centered Exposit Matters

A Christ-centered exposit means interpreting Scripture with Jesus at the center of the
message. This method:

**Clari?es the Gospel message:** Matthew?s narrative moves beyond biography; it
proclaims the gospel of salvation through Christ.

**Prevents misinterpretation:** By focusing on Jesus, we avoid reducing the text to

mere moral lessons or historical curiosities.

**Strengthens faith:** Understanding Jesus? identity and mission encourages deeper
trust and devotion.

**Enhances preaching and teaching:** It provides a framework that connects Old
Testament prophecy with New Testament ful?llment.

Key Themes in Matthew That Exalt Jesus

Matthew highlights several themes that make it clear that Jesus is central to God?s
redemptive plan. A Christ-centered exposit brings these themes into sharp focus.

Jesus as the Ful?liment of Prophecy
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Right from the opening chapter, Matthew establishes Jesus as the ful?llment of Old
Testament prophecy. The genealogy of Jesus links Him to Abraham and David, a?rming
His rightful place as Messiah and King. Matthew frequently quotes prophets like Isaiah and
Micah to show that Jesus embodies God?s promises.

This prophetic ful?llment is vital in exalting Jesus because it shows that He is not an
accident of history but the divine plan incarnate. When preaching or studying Matthew,
highlighting these connections helps believers grasp the continuity and faithfulness of
God?s plan.

Jesus? Kingdom Message

Another central theme in Matthew is the Kingdom of Heaven. Jesus? teaching about the
kingdom is profound and far-reaching. In the Sermon on the Mount (chapters 5-7), Jesus
rede?nes righteousness, mercy, and purity?qualities that characterize the kingdom
citizens.

Exalting Jesus in Matthew means embracing His kingdom message. It?s not just about
future hope but present reality. Jesus calls His followers to live as representatives of His
reign, embodying His love and justice in the world today.

Jesus? Authority and Miracles

Matthew consistently presents Jesus as one with divine authority?over the law, demons,
nature, and even death. His miracles serve as signs that the Kingdom of God has come

near. When we exposit Matthew with a Christ-centered focus, we highlight how Jesus?
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power con?rms His identity as the Son of God.

This emphasis helps believers see the relevance of Jesus? authority in their own lives,
encouraging trust in His power to heal, restore, and save.

Practical Ways to Exalt Jesus in Matthew During Bible Study and
Preaching

Engaging with Matthew through a Christ-centered exposit is not only for scholars or
pastors?it?s for every believer who desires to know Jesus more deeply. Here are some
practical tips for exalting Jesus in Matthew, whether in personal study, small groups, or
preaching contexts.

1. Identify Christological Passages

Throughout Matthew, look for verses that reveal Jesus? identity, mission, and nature.
These might include:

The virgin birth prophecy in Matthew 1:23

The declaration of Jesus as ?Son of David? and ?Son of God?

Jesus? ?l am? statements and claims of authority

The Great Commission in Matthew 28:18-20

Focusing on these passages reminds us that Jesus is the centerpiece of the gospel
narrative.

2. Connect Old Testament References to Jesus

Matthew?s frequent use of Old Testament citations is a goldmine for exalting Jesus. When

you encounter a prophecy or allusion, take the time to explore its original context and



BEHOLD THE MAN JESUS CHRIST AND TRUE Academic PDF Vol. 2023, Issue 3

how Jesus ful?lls it. This deepens appreciation for Jesus? role as the promised Messiah.
3. Emphasize Jesus? Teachings in Light of His Identity

The Sermon on the Mount and other teachings carry greater weight when we understand
who Jesus is. When exalting Jesus in Matthew, interpret His words with the awareness that
He speaks as God?s authoritative King, not just a moral teacher.

4. Highlight Jesus? Compassion and Mission

Matthew shows Jesus reaching out to the marginalized, healing the sick, and forgiving
sins. These actions reveal His heart and mission to redeem humanity. Re?ecting on these
moments encourages believers to emulate Jesus? love and grace.

Challenges and Rewards of a Christ-Centered Exposit of Matthew

While exalting Jesus in Matthew through a Christ-centered lens is enriching, it also comes
with challenges. The Gospel contains complex Jewish customs, legal discussions, and
cultural references that can be di?cult to unpack. However, these challenges are
opportunities to grow in biblical literacy and theological understanding.

Using commentaries, historical background resources, and prayerful re?ection can
overcome these hurdles. The reward is a deeper, more vibrant faith that sees Jesus as the
living Word, fully divine and fully human.

Incorporating Exalting Jesus Into Daily Life

The beauty of a Christ-centered exposit of Matthew is that it doesn?t remain academic?it

transforms daily living. Recognizing Jesus as King and Savior invites believers to live under
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His lordship, embody His teachings, and share His message of hope.

Whether through worship, community service, or personal devotion, exalting Jesus in
Matthew becomes a lifestyle, not just a study method.

Final Thoughts on Exalting Jesus in Matthew Christ-Centered

Exposit

Approaching the Gospel of Matthew with the goal of exalting Jesus in a Christ-centered
exposit opens up a treasury of spiritual insights. It reveals Jesus not only as a historical
?gure but as the eternal King whose love and authority shape our lives. By embracing this
perspective, believers experience Scripture not as a distant story but as a living testimony
to the glory of Christ.

The journey through Matthew invites us to see Jesus anew?His ful?liment of prophecy,
His kingdom proclamation, and His compassionate mission. In doing so, we not only grow
in knowledge but in worship, joy, and obedience, truly exalting Jesus in all we do.
Question

Answer

What does it mean to exalt

Jesus in a Christ-centered

exposition of the Gospel of

Matthew?

Exalting Jesus in a Christ-centered exposition of

Matthew means highlighting His divine nature,
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mission, and lordship throughout the text, showing

how the gospel reveals Jesus as the promised Messiah

and Savior.

How does the Gospel of

Matthew emphasize Jesus'

ful?lilment of Old Testament

prophecies?

Matthew frequently quotes Old Testament prophecies

and demonstrates how Jesus' life, death, and

resurrection ful?ll these predictions, thereby exalting

Him as the true Messiah.

Why is it important to maintain

a Christ-centered focus when

preaching from Matthew?

Maintaining a Christ-centered focus ensures that the

message points to Jesus as the foundation of salvation

and the ultimate revelation of God?s kingdom,

preventing the text from being reduced to mere moral

teaching or historical account.

Which key passages in

Vol. 2023, Issue 3
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Matthew are most e?ective for

exalting Jesus?

Passages such as Matthew 1:23 (Immanuel), Matthew
16:16 (Peter?s confession of Jesus as the Christ), and
Matthew 28:18-20 (The Great Commission) are pivotal
for exalting Jesus as Lord and Savior.

How can exalting Jesus in

Matthew inspire believers in

their daily lives?

By revealing Jesus' authority, compassion, and
sacri?cial love, exalting Him encourages believers to
trust in His power, follow His example, and live out
their faith with con?dence and hope.

What role do Jesus' teachings

in Matthew play in a Christ-

centered exposition?

Jesus? teachings, such as the Sermon on the Mount,
reveal His authority and character, helping to exalt
Him not only as Redeemer but also as the perfect
teacher and King who calls for wholehearted

discipleship.

Vol. 2023, Issue 3
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How does the resurrection

narrative in Matthew

contribute to exalting Jesus?

The resurrection account in Matthew con?rms Jesus?
victory over sin and death, a?rming His divine identity

and authority, and serves as the ultimate basis for His
exaltation and the hope of believers.

**Exalting Jesus in Matthew: A Christ-Centered Exposition**

exalting jesus in matthew christ centered exposit provides a critical lens
through

which to interpret one of the most in?uential books of the New Testament. The Gospel of
Matthew, distinct in its narrative and theological emphasis, o?ers a rich tapestry for
scholars, theologians, and lay readers aiming to understand the life, mission, and divinity
of Jesus Christ. By adopting a Christ-centered expository approach, this analysis seeks to
unravel the ways Matthew?s Gospel consistently elevates Jesus, not merely as a historical
?gure but as the ful?liment of Old Testament prophecy and the ultimate revelation of
God?s redemptive plan.

This article delves into the thematic elements and literary techniques that Matthew
employs to exalt Jesus, examining how these contribute to a comprehensive Christology.
Through an investigative tone, the discussion integrates relevant Scripture references,

scholarly perspectives, and exegetical insights, aiming to highlight the nuances of
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Matthew?s portrayal of Jesus and the implications for contemporary Christian faith and
practice.

The Christocentric Focus of Matthew?s Gospel

Matthew?s Gospel is widely recognized for its deliberate emphasis on Jesus as the
Messiah, the Son of David, and the Son of God. Unlike other synoptic Gospels that might
prioritize di?erent facets of Jesus? ministry, Matthew crafts a narrative that consistently
points back to Jesus? identity as the ful?liment of Jewish expectations and divine prophecy.
This Christ-centered exposition is evident from the very ?rst chapter, where the genealogy
of Jesus is meticulously traced to Abraham and David, underscoring His royal and
covenantal legitimacy.

Furthermore, Matthew?s frequent use of Old Testament quotations serves not only to
authenticate Jesus? messianic credentials but also to exalt Him as the authoritative
interpreter and ful?ller of the Law and the Prophets. The Gospel?s structure, with its ?ve
major discourses (such as the Sermon on the Mount and the Olivet Discourse), reveals a
teacher who embodies divine wisdom, thereby positioning Jesus as both the new Moses
and the divine Son who inaugurates the Kingdom of Heaven.

Exalting Jesus Through Prophetic Ful?liment

One of the hallmarks of exalting Jesus in Matthew Christ centered exposit lies in the
Gospel?s intentional linking of Jesus? life events with Old Testament prophecy. Matthew

frequently introduces narrative episodes with formulaic phrases such as ?This was to ful?ll



BEHOLD THE MAN JESUS CHRIST AND TRUE Academic PDF Vol. 2023, Issue 3

what was spoken by the prophet,? signaling to readers that Jesus? birth, ministry, death,
and resurrection are not random occurrences but the culmination of God?s salvi?c
promises.

For instance, the virgin birth narrative (Matthew 1:22-23) connects directly to Isaiah 7:14,
emphasizing the supernatural nature of Jesus? arrival and His divine origin. Similarly, the
?ight to Egypt and subsequent return (Matthew 2:13-15) recalls Hosea 11:1, portraying
Jesus as the new Israel and the embodiment of God?s faithfulness. These prophetic
ful?llments serve a dual purpose: they authenticate Jesus? messiahship and exalt Him as
the central ?gure in God?s unfolding plan.

The Sermon on the Mount: Jesus as the Exalted Teacher and Lawgiver
Matthew?s presentation of Jesus as a teacher is epitomized in the Sermon on the Mount
(Matthew 5?7), which stands as a cornerstone for understanding His ethical and spiritual
authority. This discourse exalts Jesus beyond the role of a rabbi; He is portrayed as the
authoritative interpreter of the Law, whose teachings reveal the heart and spirit behind
God?s commandments.

In this section, Jesus not only reiterates the Law but intensi?es it, challenging His followers
to pursue righteousness that surpasses mere external compliance. The Beatitudes, the
Lord?s Prayer, and the moral exhortations collectively paint a picture of Jesus as the divine
lawgiver whose wisdom ushers in the Kingdom of Heaven. This portrayal aligns with
Matthew?s broader Christ-centered narrative, which elevates Jesus? role as the mediator of

a new covenant and the source of spiritual renewal.
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Literary Techniques that Enhance the Exaltation of Jesus

Matthew?s Gospel employs a variety of literary devices that contribute to the exaltation of
Jesus. From structural parallels to thematic motifs, these techniques deepen the reader?s
understanding of Jesus? identity and mission.

Typology and Parallelism

Matthew often draws typological connections between Jesus and signi?cant ?gures from
Israel?s history. Jesus is depicted as the new Moses, delivering a new law from a mountain,
echoing the Sinai event. This parallelism elevates Jesus as a superior prophet and leader
who completes the narrative arc of Israel?s story.

Similarly, Matthew?s frequent references to Davidic lineage situate Jesus within the royal
tradition, enhancing His messianic stature. These typological methods not only a?rm
Jesus? credentials but also invite readers to see Him as the climax of biblical history.

Use of Titles and Honori?cs

Another notable feature is Matthew?s strategic use of titles such as ?Son of David,? ?Son
of God,? ?Emmanuel,? and ?King of the Jews.? Each carries theological weight and serves
to magnify Jesus? divine and kingly status. The gradual revelation of these titles
throughout the Gospel mirrors the growing recognition of Jesus? identity among His
followers and opponents alike.

The passion narrative, in particular, highlights the tension surrounding these titles,

culminating in Pilate?s ironic inscription ?Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews? (Matthew
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27:37). This not only underscores Jesus? kingship but also ironically contrasts human
misunderstanding with divine truth, contributing to the ultimate exaltation of Jesus

through His sacri?cial death and resurrection.

Implications of Exalting Jesus in Matthew?s Christ-Centered

Exposition

The emphasis on exalting Jesus in Matthew Christ centered exposit holds profound
implications for theological re?ection and Christian discipleship. By portraying Jesus as the
ful?llment of prophecy, authoritative teacher, and divine King, Matthew invites readers

into a transformative encounter with Christ that transcends historical curiosity.

For contemporary believers, this Gospel challenges them to recognize Jesus? lordship in all
aspects of life, embracing His teachings as the foundation for ethical living and spiritual
growth. Moreover, understanding Matthew?s Christology enriches ecumenical dialogues by
providing a clear articulation of Jesus? identity rooted in Jewish tradition and early
Christian faith.

Challenges and Considerations in Christ-Centered Exposition

While Matthew?s exaltation of Jesus is compelling, it is important to approach the text with
critical awareness. Some scholars note that Matthew?s heavy reliance on Old Testament
ful?llment can present interpretive challenges, especially when prophecy citations appear
ambiguous or contextually adapted.

Additionally, the Gospel?s Jewish-Christian perspective may require careful navigation to

appreciate its message within a broader multicultural and interfaith context. These
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considerations do not diminish the value of Matthew?s Christ-centered exposition but
rather encourage nuanced engagement that respects both historical rootedness and
contemporary relevance.

In sum, the Gospel of Matthew stands as a monumental work that consistently exalts
Jesus through deliberate narrative construction, theological insight, and literary artistry.

Its Christ-centered exposition continues to inspire and inform, o?ering a profound portrait
of Jesus as the Messiah who embodies divine authority, ful?lls ancient promises, and
invites humanity into the Kingdom of Heaven.

Jesus Christ, Kingdom of Heaven, Gospel of Matthew, Christ-centered preaching,
Expository teaching, Biblical exegesis, Jesus? teachings, New Testament study, Christian

discipleship, Messiah in Matthew
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